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in the laws, whom he visited after dinner, applauding and
rejoicing in this great glory of his own pupil, spoke in Gerald's
hearing, " Of a truth I would not for a plea of a hundred
shillings " (which was a form of expression of Bologna) tt that
you should have failed to speak so admirably to-day in so
great a consistory, and before so vast an audience of scholars.
For, as Jerome saith/The profit and growth of scholars is the
praise and glory of their preceptors.*"......
(p. 49,) But to return to the point and to the course of
our matter. After Gerald had spent a long time in study, he
thought to return home, but was compelled vainly to await his
messengers long beyond the time that had been fixed for their
returning and bringing his money. But since his creditors, to
whom he was much in debt, lay hard upon him from day to day
in importunate impatience, therefore, sad and anxious at heart,
and almost driven to desperation, he repaired to the chapel
of St Thomas of Canterbury in the church of St Germain
1'Auxerrois, which had been built and dedicated in his honour
by the Archbishop of Reims, brother to King Louis [VILJ,
in the very first days of his martyrdom. To this, as to his
last refuge, he came with his companions to pray devoutly for
the martyr's help; for he knew, as wise Master Philo saith,
that where human aid fails, we must then have recourse to
divine* Therefore, having heard a solemn mass of the martyr,
and made his oblation, he received forthwith without delay
the reward of his devotion. For in that same hour his mes-
sengers arrived prosperously, to his great rejoicing, by the
marvellous disposition of God> who chooseth for His saints
from'among worldly things which happen in their own course,
and whose pleasure it is that things which are certainly given
of His pure grace should be obtained as it were by prayers
and merits.
(p. 50.) Gerald therefore on his way to England came to
Arras In Whltsun weekrand abode at a hostelry hard by the
market-place, during which days there was a great stir in the
city* For the great Philip, Count of Flanders, was then dwelling
in this his town and had caused a quintain to be set up in.,the
market-place, which covered a great square space in ihe midst
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